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1. (U) Ob 10 March COMUSMACV visited Provisional Corps Vietnam 
Headquarters at FHU BAI to participate in the official activation of the 
Corps and to obtain a briefing on future plans in Northern I CTZ. 

2. (U) An extremely brief and informal activation ceremony was held 
in front of Corps Headquarters with General WESTMORELAND, L/TGen 
CUSHMAN and L.T Gen ROSSON participating. A five minute question 
and answer period with the press was held at the conclusion of the cere¬ 
mony. 


3. (TS) Following lunch, a briefing w 
which plans for future operations were 
these plans are as follows: 

a. Two Phases to Operations - 

(1) Phase 1 (Now - 31 March) 


Tasks - Clear Coastal Area 
- Onen/Secure Rte 1 


ls put on by Prov Corps V during 
outlined. Essential aspects of 


- Upgrade Ports (Tan My 1600 ST; Gua Viet 2000 ST; 
Utah 350 ST) 

• Complete Buildup of Tactical Units 

- Secure Cities 
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- Organise Logistical System 

- Meet Stock Levels 


- Be Prepared to Reinforce KHE SANH 
(2) Phase H - (1 April • 1 June) 

• Alternative Offensive Operations 

- C/A #1 - CON THIEN 

- C/A #2 - KHE SANH 

- C/A #3 - Route 547/ASHAU 


b. A discussion of the forces available, and the advantages/disadvan¬ 
tages of each C/A, led to the following conclusions: 

(1) Priority for offensive action: 

(a) CON THIEN - DMZ Area 

(b) Route 9 • KHE SANH Area 

(2) Forego major operations in ASHAIJ. 

(3) Conduct reconnaissance in force in ASHAU. 


4. (TS) LT Gen CUSHMAN stated that we now had the combat power in 
1 CTZ to seek a decision. Therefore, after final preparations had been 
completed, including upgrading of logistical support, he desired to give 
first priority to the KHE SANH area. The operations in the DMZ area 
would follow. He also did not favor major operations in ASHAU. He 
pointed out the critical impact of 130 mm artillery firing from CAP LAI 
area into CUA VIET. This might result in a diversion of our ammuni¬ 
tions off loading from CUA VIET to UTAH. 

5. (TS) COMUSMACV than participated in the discussion and made the 
following observations: 


a. We should keep continuous pressure on the enemy in the lowlands 
and drive him out of the area or destroy him; Route 547 must be blocked, 
probably using a brigade of the 101st plus reconnaissance elements (DELTA/ 
SOG); In ASHAU we should develop a target list by careful PI and SOG 
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effort; targets should be methodically attacked by fire (TAC Air, Arty, 
B-52s); short raids into valley should be conducted when weather permits; 
our goal is to make the valley extremely hazardous and unprofitable for 
the enemy - even if we can't make it untenable. 

b. We should get into the KHE SANH plateau and open up Route 9 in 
April or early May; this should take priority over CON THIEN operations; 
we should start very shortly to plan GRAVEL seedings so that they will 
not persist in operational areas. 

c. In summary, COMUSMACV suggested that the first phase of the 
offensive should involve operations along Route 547 by a brigade, continue 
operations in lowlands and in DMZ area, conduct engineering preparations 
on Route 9, CUA VIET, CA LU. The second phase (About early April) 
would involve opening Route 9 and exploitation by 1st Car in KHE SANH 
area. The third phase would involve operations in and around DMZ area 
during summer. 

d. COMUSMACV pointed out that he was not rendering a decision but 
merely commenting and offering guidance for further planning. 

6. (TS) In an executive session attended by General ABRAMS, LT Gen 
CUSHMAN, LT Gen ROSSON, MGen PEARSON, BGen FLANAGAN, BGen 
HOFFMAN and BGen CHAISSON, COMUSMACV requested CG, III MAF 
to commence action on the following matters: 


a. Increased participation by RVNAF in KHE 
posture) __„- 


area (subsequent 


b. Provide by 1 April a study on posture that we should maintain in 
Northern I CTZ subsequent to 1 September 1968. This to include KHE& 
SANH area and DMZ area (DYE MARKER) 


c. Prepare contingency plan for cross-border operation by US/ARVN 
forces of brigade size in adjacent areas of LAOS, in conjunction with KHE 
SANH operations 

7. (TS) Enroute to SAIGON, COMUSMACV directed BGen CHAISSON to 
look into our employment of GRAVEL to insure we were making maximum 
use of it, and to be certain that we were using it to complement the B-52 
strikes, so that there was no duplication. He directed that stockpiles and 
delivery capabilities for GRAVEL be checked out with 7th AF to determine 
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wa needed to do anything to improve capability. 
KHE SANH and other targets in 1 CTZ North. 


J. R. CHAISSON 
BGen, USMC 



This was to apply 
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